
  

 
CENTRAL LUTHERAN 

MESSENGER 
1604 W. Yakima Avenue, 

Yakima, WA  98902  (509) 575-6490 

office@clcyakima.org ·  www.clcyakima.org 

Pastor Kathleen Anderson 

March Messenger Deadline is            

February 24, 2023 

Please e-mail your articles to                                  

Central Lutheran Church 

Lea.Ramirez@clcyakima.org 

February 2023 VOLUME 73 Number 2 



2 

 

The Restaurant 

Once upon a time a new seminary graduate 

pastored a small church in Tennessee. It 

was a beautiful little white church up on     

a hill. At that time the town was rapidly 

expanding. Lots of people moved to town 

to help in construction work. Many of the 

newcomers lived in a mobile home park     

located near the church. The trailer park 

swarmed with newcomers, including a large number of children. The 

new pastor saw all those new people and thought, Our church ought 

to reach out to them. So at the next board meeting he                    

recommended a plan to reach out to the newcomers. 

“Oh, I don’t know,” said the chairman of the board. “They 

might not fit in here very well.” 
The pastor said, “But they live right next to our church. I 

think we should invite them to worship with us.” But he got         

resistance to the idea. They finally decided to table the discussion  

and deal with it at their next meeting. 

At that meeting a leader of the congregation said, “I move, 

that in order to be a member of this church, you have to own    

property in the county.” 

“I’ll second that motion,” said another man. The pastor was 

mortified and passionately spoke against it. But in the end the motion 

passed. As a result, no effort was ever made to reach out to the 

newcomers. Soon thereafter that pastor left that church. 

Twenty years later the pastor and his wife drove past the town on    

a trip through Tennessee. Since he was single when he served that 

church, his wife had never seen it, so he decided to show it to her. 

As they drove to the church, this pastor told his wife that painful  

story of how the congregation refused to reach out to newcomers  

in the community. It took a while to find the church. Lots of new 

roads and homes had been built in the area, but they finally found  

the spot. The beautiful white-frame church sat on the hill as always, 

but something seemed different. Out front stood a big parking lot full 

of cars, trucks, motor homes, and even motorcycles. As they pulled 

into the lot, they saw a big sign in front of the church. It said, “BBQ:  

From the   
Pastor 
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All You Can Eat.” The old church had been converted into a        

restaurant! The pastor and his wife walked inside, and the place was 

packed with all kinds of people. White and black and Hispanic. Rich 

and poor. Southerners and northerners. The pastor said to his wife, 

“It’s a good thing this isn’t a church anymore. If it were, these people 

would not be allowed in.”  

(https://doubtersparish.com/stories/the-restaurant/)  

We soon will walk with Jesus down the Via Dolorosa in      

Jerusalem as he carries his own cross, the means of his own suffering 

and death. We will take hammer and inch-thick nails in hand and nail 

him to that cross and leave him there to die. And he will die. But 

then we also will stand at the mouth of an empty tomb three days 

later, rejoicing with the women who came to tend to his body and 

found instead an angel who told them they had nothing to fear. 

We make this journey every year, and we sing the same 
hymns and read the same texts and confess our sin and are absolved, 

and maybe feel sad and regretful that “things” had to come to this 

point in Jesus’ life. We may even pay attention to the words of the 

hymn Ah, Holy Jesus where it says, “Who was the guilty? Who 

brought this upon thee? Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee. 

‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; I crucified thee.” If we 

acknowledge our part in the death of Jesus, and rejoice that we also 

have a part in his resurrection and life, then what on earth do we 

have to be afraid of? Something that’s not the way it used to be? 

Something that’s different? Something that might challenge us, even a 

little? Jesus went to his death so that the world could be changed. 

How far will we go to see that it doesn’t? 

 

Peace, Pastor Anderson 
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                       Central Lutheran is starting the new year in 

       fine fashion!  At our Congregational Meeting                  

to call Pastor Ann Murphy to be our next 

called pastor.  Paperwork is in, we now wait to 

hear if she accepts our call.  A huge thank you 

to the call committee: Stephen Merz, Laura  

       Hahn, Paul Rogers, Bev Larson, Virg Umbarger, 

and Nicole Pierone for their work over the last year and a half to find 

the best person for Central.  We look forward to moving forward with 

joy! 

Your church council is ready to go to work—a new year and a new 
pastor.  PLEASE find our names and phone numbers in this            
Messenger.  Communication is the most important thing, and it’s a 
two-way street.  We try to let you know what we have going on, but 
you need to tell us what you’re thinking.  Council meetings are the 
third Monday of every month; you are always welcome to attend, 
room 204 upstairs at 6:30. 
 
Stay in touch, Karen, council president 

From the 
Council 

 Central at the Cinema 

The next movie will be “80 for Brady”  

       Four best friends live life to the fullest 

when they embark on a wild trip to see their 

hero, Tom Brady, play in the 2017 Super Bowl.  

Watch Updates for time and location! 
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President Karen Baken       (509) 952-1280   

klbaken@gmail.com 

Vice President Tim Gatton  (253) 632-9889   

Timothy.gatton@gmail.com 

Secretary Shane Pierone  (509) 654-8465    

shane@bbold1.com 

Treasurer Tim Franks        (509) 952-9908     

timf@hcyakima.com 

Pastor Kathleen Anderson  (206) 719-5302   

PastorPKAnderson@clcyakima.org 

Melissa Christianson          (509) 952-8435    

melissachristianson@live.com 

Felicity Pittman                 (509) 594-2666     

felicity.pittman@clcyakima.org 

Chris Svendsen                (509) 949-6707     

csvendsen8327@chater.net 

Jennifer Crane                  (509) 424-7815     

jennifer21crane@yahoo.com 

Kirsten Monick                   (509) 494-3858     

kmonick@charter.net 

Toni Adams                       (509) 303-8085     

tonilynn.adams@yakimachief.com 

Val Ineichen                      (509) 901-5831     

VMIquilter@hotmail.com 

mailto:kmonick@charter.net
mailto:tonilynn.adams@yakimachief.com
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2nd Mike Richardson 

3rd Kathy Gillespie  

5th Tim Franks 

10th Val Perry 

11th Marion Jones 

15th Chris Svendsen 

16th Tim Johnson 

18th Helen Riehl 

19th Greg Bain ter 

20th Brynn Valicoff 

24th Melanie Sanderson 

27th Tim Gatton 

28th Ava Christianson 

13th Ron and Jennifer Loyd 
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Phyllis Gillihan (Ponderosa) 

Chet Hausken  (Fieldstone) 

Art Ries (Livingcare)                                           

Toni Perschke (Brookdale)     

Betty Douglas  (Moxee) 

Wilma Aspevig  (Lives with daughter) 

Doris Benish (Orchard Park) 

Marie Halverson (Yakima) 

Joanne Puyear (Arbor House)      

Tim Schulz  (Yakima) 

Virginia Prochnow (Izzy’s House) 

Donald and Barbara Breshears (Anne Chapman’s Parents) 

Eunice Koeppe (Sun Tower) 

 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 
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Church in Society:  

Caring for Creation:  

Let the Machine do the Work 

It’s not lazier to use your dishwasher. It’s actually a greener 

choice! 

For maximum effectiveness and a greener footprint put your dirty 

dishes in your automatic dishwasher and do it without even    

rinsing them. Remove leftover food particles with a spatula or 

food scraper (and if you have grandkids who eat like mine there 

may be a lot). Then put the items straight into the dishwasher. 

This accomplishes two things. 

1). It saves water, and the energy needed to to heat that water. 
2). It makes your very smart energy efficient appliance most    

effective. 

It is most effective if there is some leftover food for the         

dishwasher to detect and to keep it washing until it reaches all 

those slimy corners. If all food is already rinsed off it may      

complete the cycle before all surfaces are really clean. 

Comparing washing dishes by hand to using a updated dishwasher 

without rinsing reduces your greenhouse gas by 1/2 because you 

are heating less water. The reality is that most of us use warm to 

hot water to thoroughly rinse our dishes before putting them to 

maximize the efficiency of your dishwasher: don’t rinse; set to 

normal cycle;  and turn off heated dry. 

If you put those dirty dishes in your dishwasher and let the      

machine do the work….you’re not being lazy, you’re being green. 

Let the Machine help you be GREEN!  
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 On the Corner                

Enrichment Program 

S - science 

T - technology 

E - engineering 

A - art 

M - math 
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THANK YOU.....to everyone who worked and provided     
cookies and bars for the receptions following the memorial 
services for Elaine Bueling and Kyle Dixon.  Thanks also, to 
Manny for setting up all the tables and chairs. You are all    
appreciated. 
Central Lutheran Funeral Reception Committee 

Community           
Partners 

Food collected for                                
Cottage in the Meadow watch for 

the next Community Project! 



15 

 



16 

 


